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BRITISH NIGERIA
LAW FORUM
EST 2001
New BNLF Chair Seye Aina (center) alongside committee members

Date: Friday 1st September 2017
Time: 6.30pm – 10pm
Event: Social Networking
Details to follow
*
Date: Friday 21st September 2017
Time: 5.30pm – 9pm
Venue: Bircham Dyson Bell LLP
50 Broadway London SW1H 0BL
Seminar: Bridging the
Infrastructure Gap - Opportunities
for Investing in Nigeria
Becoming the first woman to be appointed as chair of
the British Nigeria Law Forum is a huge privilege and is
a role that – like my predecessors - I will use to
promote the best interests of legal professionals
working here in the UK and in Nigeria. Many of you may
recall that I served as an executive committee member
from 2008 – 2014. During that period the committee
organised several events and training programmes in
London, Abuja and Lagos. During my tenure my aim is
to encourage experienced lawyers to share good
practice and knowledge and to improve the
opportunities for all members… Seye AINA, Chair BNLF

WWW.BNLF.ORG.UK

*
Date: Friday 1st December 2017
Time: 6.30pm – 11pm
Venue: Holiday Inn, London
Kensington Forum, SW7 4DN
Event: BNLF Christmas Dinner
Details: 3 Course Dinner with music
Cost: Individual £65, Students £55,
Early bird £55, Table of 10 £550
Dress Code: Business, black tie, trad
Bookings: info@bnlf.org.uk
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SAIDA BELLO on your appointment as a Judge
at the Valuation Tribunal England.

elected in the recent UK general election.
There are a record number of Nigerians with
a legal background they include; HELEN
GRANT, CHUKA UMUNNA, BIM AFOLAMI
AND FIONA ONASANYA.

JOHN FEMI-OLA a Barrister at 3 Temple
Gardens on his appointment as Queen's
Counsel.
RUONA IGUYOVWE Senior Specialist
Prosecutor at the CPS has been awarded an
OBE for her work as Chair of the National
Black Crown Prosecutors Association
(NBCPA).
FUNKE ABIMBOLA has been awarded an
MBE. She is the general counsel and company
secretary for Roche UK.
NWABUEZE NWOKOLO who was re-elected
as a Council member on the Law Society’s
Ethnic Minority seat. She represents BAME
lawyers and associations such as the British
Nigeria Law Forum
TIM DANIEL senior counsel at International
Law Firm Cooley’s LLP will be retiring. He is
one of the founding members of the British
Nigeria Law Forum. We thank him for all his
hard work on behalf of BNLF and wish him a
happy retirement.
Congratulations to all the Nigerian MPs
WWW.BNLF.ORG.UK

The Legal Profession Regulation Review
Committee (LPRRC) was set up by the
Nigerian Bar Association to address legal
reforms in Nigeria. A BNLF working group
reviewed the terms of reference set out in
the Committee’s consultation paper and
made a number of key recommendations. In
April 2017, Jonathan Akinsanya representing
BNLF attended a LPRRC meeting in Calabar,
chaired by Dr Anthony Idigbe SAN. The
recommendations of BNLF were presented to
the committee and other stakeholders in
attendance. The outcome of the work of the
LPRRC has been a draft bill on the regulation
of the legal profession in Nigeria which
includes some of the recommendations
made by BNLF. We await further developments on the progression of the bill which is
set to replace the legal practitioner’s Act.
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BY BABS AKINYANJU, HON. TREASURER, BNLF
From 18th-20th June BNLF Committee Member Kash Balogun (Bircham Dyson Bell) and I attended
the Nigerian Bar Association Section on Business Law Conference (SBL) in Lagos. 2017 was the
11th anniversary of this gathering of business lawyers from all over Nigeria and beyond. The
venue was the Eko Hotel & Suites in Victoria Island, Lagos.
This was my 7th attendance since my first appearance at the 2007 conference in Abuja. Unlike
Kash who is a commercial litigator, I do not practice business law, my occupation being legal
adviser and trainer in the criminal and family justice system. However I have always found the SBL
to be welcoming environment for any student of Nigerian economic development.

Essentially this annual event is not so much about the black letter of the
law but a converging point for senior government officials, policy
formulators, regulators and industry practitioners.
In 2007 I had the honour of presenting a present a paper at the conference on effective case
management at a session chaired by A. B. Mahmoud SAN. Since that first outing BNLF has played
a prominent role at subsequent events.
Back to the present the theme for this year’s conference, was ‘Law and the Changing Face of Legal
Practice’. The opening event was on Sunday, 18 June with a welcome addresses by H.E. Bukola
Saraki CON, President of the Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, A.B. Mahmoud OON, SAN,
President of the NBA, Olumide Akpata, Chairman, NBA-SBL and Olubunmi Fayokun, Chairman,
Conference Planning Committee Unfortunately, my flight to Lagos was delayed so I missed the
opening ceremony but Kash was present throughout that first day.
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The formal sessions began promptly at 9 am on Monday, 19th June. The following topics were
addressed: Future of Legal Practice; Skills & Capacity Development; Efficient Justice Delivery,
Technology and the Law Firm of the Future. Speakers included Gbenga Oyebode MFR (Aluko &
Oyebode), Kem Ihenacho (Latham & Watkins), Segun Osuntokun (Berwin Leighton Paisner),
Nankunda Katangaza (Hook Tangaza), Dr Marian Kachikwu (Seplat Petroleum), Professor Ernest
Ojukwu SAN (OFY Lawyers), Olanrewaju Onadadeko (D-G, Nigerian Law School). Incidentally all of
the speakers mentioned above are either BNLF members and/or have spoken at our events.
After a busy first day Kash and I spent the evening at a SBL reception held at ‘Terra Kulture’.
Thanks to Ms Fayokun who arranged VIP tickets for us to watch an abridged version of ‘Saro’ the
musical.

Day 2 on 20th June covered sessions such as Cross Border Legal
Practice, Legal Services Procurement, Health & Wellbeing, Professional
Conduct and the Entertainment Industry.
Speakers and panellists included George Etomi (George Etomi & Partners), Nina Bowyer (Herbert
Smith Freehills), Asue Ighodalo (Banwo & Ighodalo), Kamal Shah (Stephenson Harwood), Richard
Mofe-Damijo (famous actor and lawyer aka ‘RMD’) and Bolanle Austen-Peters, (lawyer & founder
of Terra Kulture).
The conference ended with a closing cocktail party hosted by the comedian ‘Bovi’. Live music was
provided by singer songwriter ‘Tekno’ so there was lots of laughter and dancing fuelled by food
and beverages.
The NBA Annual General Conference is in Lagos, 18th-24th August 2017. The 12th SBL Conference
is due to take place next May in Abuja. Further information available via BNLF portals.
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Africa Fashion Week London is proud to present its 7th annual event. This year taking
place at the historic Freemason Hall in London on the 11th and 12th of August 2017.
The amazing venue will be matched with incredible talent from across the content of
Africa. Emerging and established designers from South Africa, Angola, Zambia, Kenya,
Nigeria and many more showcase their latest collections.
Two full days of catwalks will be held in the Grand Temple space, make sure you pay
a visit to the Exhibition space where breath-taking range of products from a
collection of designers and brand will be available to purchase.
Africa Fashion Week London 2017 is supported by Paks Hair and Cosmetics. Come
and meet them in the executive VIP Lounge.
WWW.BNLF.ORG.UK
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BY ADEDEUNMADE ONIBOKUN ESQ
Many Nigerians living abroad always wonder how best to relocate to Nigeria or how to contribute
their expertise towards developing their home country. These issues have been on the front burner
whenever the Nigerian Diaspora engages representatives of the Federal Government. In a bid to
address them, the Diaspora Commission Act “was signed into law by the Acting President, Professor
Yemi Osibajo in July, 2017. The law establishes the commission under the supervisory jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Federal Government has also put in place a policy framework
on the diaspora which includes;
To develop robust and dynamic strategies targeted at harnessing Diaspora resources towards
national development;
To respond to the challenges and needs of the Diaspora in their efforts to participate in national
development;
To improve and sustain strong socio-cultural and economic relations with the Diaspora for
national development;
To strengthen relevant institutions for the coordination and proper administration of Diaspora
Issues particularly the Office of Senior Special Assistant to the President on Foreign Affairs and
Diaspora (OSSAPFAD), amongst others.
To facilitate a congenial atmosphere for members of Historic African Diaspora wishing to
collaborate and identify with Nigeria for socio-political and economic development.
To create favourable frameworks for programmes that will contribute to Diaspora members’
wellbeing and development while contributing to homeland development.
The establishment of the Nigerian Citizens in Diaspora Commission brings a huge opportunity for
Nigerians and Nigerian groups in the Diaspora to partner with the commission on avenues to
harness the potential of their members in contributing to national Development. In celebration of
Nigerians living in the Diaspora, the 25th July has also been declared as Diaspora Day.
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Jane Malcolm, Executive Director, Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA); Ranjit Sond, President, Society of Asian Lawyers (SAL); Kemi
Mosaku, Chair, Sole Practitioners Group (SPG); Paulette Mastin, Chair, Black Solicitors Network (BSN); Seye Aina, Chair BNLF, Ranjeeta
Matharu, Secretary, SAL, Babs Akinyanju, Hon. Treasurer, BNLF

The Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) is the body that regulates solicitors and law firms in
England and Wales. As part of its Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) remit the SRA engages with
a number of organisations representing solicitors and law students such as BNLF. On 28th June
2017 SRA hosted a Parliamentary Reception at the Thames Pavilion, House of Commons.
WWW.BNLF.ORG.UK
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Ordinary (£30): British and Nigerian Lawyers
(including Barristers, Solicitors & Legal
Executives), Members of the Judiciary from
both jurisdictions, Trainee Solicitors, Legal
Executive, Pupil Barristers & their equivalent
in Nigeria.
Associate (£15): Individuals, Students and
Non-British/Nigerian Lawyers.
Corporate (£120): Law Firms, Law Schools,
Law Institutions and other similar bodies. Up
to five persons may be registered as corporate
members from one organisation
Email: info@bnlf.org.uk

BNLF is conducting a survey of members and
potential new members to assist it in the
development of a skills database, setting up
new special interest/working groups and to
help improve the quality of events we
organise. Please take a few minutes to
complete this short online survey to help the
organisation achieve its objectives and assist
us in meeting the requirements of its
members. The information provided by you
is confidential but we would like to contact
you about BNLF. The key findings and details
of the survey will be shared with members
and compiled and published in the BNLF
annual report.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YRM6
MSK

Contact the editor Juliana Olayinka for
advertising enquiries, sponsorship deals and
editorial questions:
info@bnlf.org
WWW.BNLF.ORG.UK
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